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DOCUMENT NO 72

COMMONWEALTH MINIMUM STANDARDS ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

Date d’adoption : juin 2002

Minimum Standards on Freedom of Expression
1. Everyone should have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

2. Everyone should have the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of one’s choice. 

3. The exercise of the rights provided in paragraph 2 above carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may, therefore, be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary in a democratic society: 

(a) to respect the rights or reputations of others; 

(b) for the protection of national security or of public order, or of public health or morals; 

(c) to prohibit any advocacy of hatred  toward any group of persons that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. 

Minimum Guidelines on Freedom of Association

1. Everyone has the right to associate freely for ideological, religious, political, economic, labour, social, cultural, sports, or other purposes. 

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those which are prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order, the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on members of the armed forces and of  the police in their exercise of this right. 

Minimum Standards on Freedom of Assembly
The right of peaceful assembly, including the right to peacefully demonstrate, shall be recognised. No restriction may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed by law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order, the 

protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights andfreedoms of others. 
