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Press release

For Immediate Release

Sale and export of military equipment from Canada to Saudi Arabia

The Applicant’s Memorandum of fact and law filed in the Federal Court of Canada

Montreal, September 20, 2016- Through his lawyers André Lesperance and Anne-Julie Asselin, Professor Daniel Turp filed at the Registry of the Federal Court of Canada, the applicant’s Memorandum of Fact and Law in relation to "Operation Armoured Rights". This memorandum is presented in support of an application for judicial review to declare illegal the issuance of export permits for Light Armoured Vehicles (LAVs) manufactured by General Dynamics Land Systems (GDLS-C) and to be sold to the Saudi Arabia National Guard of Saudi Arabia.

The memorandum contains statements of facts and law arguing that Canada has breached rules of domestic law relating to the export of military equipment and norms of international humanitarian law which have been incorportated by the Canadian Parliament in the Geneva Conventions Act. The main conclusions sought read as follows:

- DECLARE that the issuance of export permits for LAVs manufactured by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia is illegal because it is contrary to the Export and Import Permits Act, RSC (1985 ), c. E-19 and its regulations as well as the Guidelines for exports of military and strategic equipment;

- DECLARE that the issuance of export permits for LAVs manufactured by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia is illegal because it is contrary to the Geneva Conventions Act, R.S.C. (1985), ch. G-3;

- DECLARE that the Minister acted without jurisdiction or beyond its jurisdiction by issuing export permits for LAVs manufactured by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia knowing that in this country the fundamental rights of citizens are the subject of serious and repeated violations and knowing or should have known that there is a risk that the vehicles are used against the civilian population;

- DECLARE that the Minister, on April  8, 2016, made a decision which was not based on evidence or proof that there was no reasonable risk that LAVs could be used against the civilian population, but rather a simple belief, regardless of the relevant material before him or that was accessible;

"I am delighted that a new stage has been reached in this citizens' initiative which now involves more than forty jurists, and mostly students and students from the Université de Montréal who conducted some research in relation the case brought before the Federal Court of Canada, "declared Professor Turp.

In the course of the proceedings in the Federal Court, the next step will be the filing by Octobre 31, 2016 of the Minister of Foreign Affairs’ own Memorandum of fact and law. The hearing of oral arguments have been set by the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Canada for December 19 and 20, 2016.

The full text of the applicant’s memorandum of fact and law is available here. 
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For more information: https://www.facebook.com/droitsblindes 
For information: 
Professor Daniel Turp: 514 343-6118; daniel.turp@umontreal.ca 
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