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Draft Press release
For Immediate Release

Operation "Armoured Rights" in Federal Court

Beginning of hearings to declare illegal Canada's grant of export licenses for armoured vehicles in Saudi Arabia

Montréal, December 19, 2016- The hearing of an application for judicial review to declare illegal the deliverance by the Canadian Minister of Foreing Affaires Stéphane Dion of export licenses for Light Armored Vehicles (LAVs) manufactured by General Dynamics Lands Systems Canada (GDLS-C) to Saudi Arabia begins today in the Federal Court of Canada. Two days of hearings have been scheduled for this case initiated by Professor Daniel Turp with students of the University of Montreal and other academic institutions as part of their Operation "Armored Rights"
Via lawyers André Lespérance and Anne-Julie Asselin, who are acting pro bono for the plaintiff in this case, the Federal Court will be asked to:
1) DECLARE that the issuance of export permits of light armoured vehicles made by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia is illegal because it contravenes the Export and Import Permits Act, R.S.C. (1985), c. E-19, the regulation respecting its application, and the Policy Guidelines concerning Exports of Military and Strategic Material;

2) DECLARE that the issuance of export permits of light armoured vehicles made by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia is illegal because it contravenes the Geneva Conventions Act, R.S.C. (1985), c. G-3;

3) DECLARE that the Minister acted without jurisdiction or beyond his jurisdiction by issuing export permits for light armoured vehicles manufactured by GDLS-C to Saudi Arabia, knowing that in this country the fundamental rights of citizens are being seriously and repeatedly violated and knowing or having known that there is a risk that the vehicles could be used against a civilian population;

4) DECLARE that the Minister has taken on April 8, 2016, a decision not based on evidence or on proof that there was no reasonable risk that the light armoured vehicles are being used against the civilian population, but rather on a simple belief, regardless of the relevant material which was before him or which was accessible;
Recalling that the Government of Canada itlsef has repeatedly deplored violations of human rights by Saudi Arabia, Professor Turp also pointed out that organizations such as Amnesty International, Project Plougshare, Human Rights Watch, and, Freedom House consider Saudi Arabia as a country which seriously and repeatedly breaches fundamental human rights. These rights include, inter alia, the prohibition of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, of summary executions and arbitrary detention, the right to equality of women, freedom of religion and conscience, the rights of those who defend human rights, freedom of the press and the right to a fair trial.

Violations of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 in the context of the conflict in Yemen and the commission of war crimes were also raised by the United Nations itself. A panel of experts mandated by the UN Security Council to examine the situation in Yemen reported on March 2016 that Saudi Arabia had intentionally used air strikes, as well as blind bombing and artillery rockets against civilian populations and had thus violated international humanitarian law.

"We hope that our citizens' action will result in reminding the Minister of Foreign Affairs that Canada can neither ignore its own domestic law nor its international law commitments when it comes to the export of military equipment to countries, such as Saudi Arabia, which violate the most basic human rights", concluded Professor Turp and his students assembled in the Federal Court for the beginning of the hearing.
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